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About Us
The Lebanon County Commission for Women was established 

in 2003, by the Lebanon County Commissioners. 

The Commission serves as a conduit to the County Commissioners 
on issues of concern to women in Lebanon County. 

The mission of the Commission is to promote awareness, 
be a catalyst for change and facilitate action in matters 

pertaining to women and their families. 

Welcome to the Second Annual
Women’s Hall of Fame Awards
Ceremony. March 2011 marks

the 31st anniversary of National
Women’s History Month. As we cel-

ebrate the accomplishments of women
in our society nationally, it is fitting to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of women locally. Today the contributions made by the
second inductees into the Lebanon County Women’s Hall of Fame
will be written into the history of the Lebanon Valley.

At this ceremony, we are honoring 12 exceptional women who
have played a vital part in the development or implementation
of projects that have benefited residents of the Lebanon Valley.
They have all worked behind the scenes as “Hidden Heroes” or
as a leader in the forefront contributing to the quality of life in
our community. The result of their work is significant and will
touch lives for many years to come. We are truly fortunate to
have so many outstanding women in the Lebanon Valley.

Lebanon Valley College also just opened a Women’s Services and
Gender Resource Center on February 3, 2011. The center’s daily
operations are run by a team of 20 volunteers overseen by the
steering committee, and the doors are open Monday to Thursday
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 
6–10 p.m., and Sundays from 6–9 p.m. It is housed on the main
level of the Mund College Center between the dining halls. In ad-
dition to serving as a resource center for gender equity issues,
the Center will sponsor a film series designed to raise awareness
of marginalization and underrepresentation of women in today’s
society. It also seeks to serve as a safe haven for discussions
about sexual assault and abuse. We applaud Lebanon Valley 
College for taking this big step for women in the Lebanon Valley.

On behalf of the entire Lebanon County Commission for Women
and especially Bev Heishman, thank you for being part of this
annual event of local history.

Paula Doney, Chair 
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“The significance of oneself cannot be measured by
the fame and glory of this world or the material things

we have but by the love and compassion we have shown
to others everyday of our life without fame of glory or

thanks—just in the name of love. And maybe all the little
things we do for one another is the most significant things
you and I might do in our lifetime.” Mi Sun

“If you have knowledge, let others light their candles in it.”
Margaret Fuller

Entertainment
The Lebanon High Women’s Chorale is com-
prised of students in grades 9 through 12, by
audition. Their program is a combination of
choral music and dancing. Under the direc-
tion of Mr. Timothy J. Eck, the Lebanon High
Women’s Chorale prepares and performs
two distinct programs each year. Mr. Eck has
been the conductor of the Lebanon High
Women’s Chorale for 20 years.

Luncheon Agenda
11:00 AM Registration

Music by Lee Moyer

11:15 AM Buffet Opens

11:55 PM Show Choir Selection

12:00 PM Welcome & Introduction of Sponsors 
and Dignitaries by Paula Doney

12:05 PM Lebanon High Women's Chorale Selection

12:10 PM Introduction of Alicia Richards

12:15 PM Introduction of Award Recipients and Nominators
with Pin Presentation by Sponsor

12:55 PM Closing Remarks

1:00 PM Conclusion
Guidelines for
Nomination

Women who live
and/or work in the

Lebanon Valley, or have
played an integral part

in the development
and/or implementation
of project(s) that have
benefited the Lebanon
Valley or have worked

as Hidden Heroes
touching lives in a

positive way.
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Alicia Richards co-anchors abc27’s 6:00 & 11:00 p.m. newscasts. She holds
a degree in journalism from Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas.

Over the years, Alicia has become well known for her efforts on behalf
of breast cancer awareness. Her Buddy Check 27 series won two 
Pennsylvania Association of Broadcaster awards and she and her mother
Karen are featured in public service announcements promoting the im-

portance of early detection. In addition, Alicia was awarded a first place
Associated Press award for “Lori’s Story” a moving ten-part series on a

local woman’s determined battle against breast cancer.
Alicia takes great pride in her extensive involvement with the Central Pennsylvania

community. In addition to regular speaking engagements, she serves on the Community Action Board at
Harrisburg Academy and on the Essence of Humanity Board.

Hall of Fame Award
Our inductee’s will receive a Hall of Fame pin. It is an original work of art
created by local artist Yasmin Brown. Each pin is an original hand crafted
one of a kind creation that is as unique as the individual receiving it.
The pin base is made of multicolored dichroic glass. This type of media pro-
vides different ways to create a unique play of colors on each pin. The unique-
ness of the base symbolizes the uniqueness of the award recipient. 
The feminine image on the pin represents three characteristics of the recipients. The
base of the image is the shape of a diamond which represents the solid foundation of the recipient.
The raised arms represent the innate strength of the recipient. The heart shape of the reaching arms
represents the recipient’s warmth and caring.  

Mistress of Ceremonies

About the Artist
Yasmin Brown

www.SpiritDancerArt.com

Yasmin Brown is a self-taught artist who has been creating since childhood. She moved to Pennsylvania
in 1996 with her husband, Rob, and is a stay-at-home mom raising their three children.
She works with dichroic glass to create jewelry and decorative house wares. Dichroic glass is produced
when layers of metallic oxides are deposited on the surface of glass causing some wavelengths of light to
pass through the glass while others are reflected back. Each beautiful dichroic glass creation is an original
handcrafted work-of-art. Pieces are made by cutting and layering glass to a desired design and then kiln-
firing. Variations in firing time and temperature combined with diverse melting points for the types and
colors of glass used cause the resultant product to be one-of-a-kind. The glass is then shaped and modified.
Lastly, it is fire polished to restore its luster and all finishing work is done to complete the work-of-art. 
Yasmin’s hope is that the owner of her art gets as much joy from it as she received during its creation.
May it make your spirit dance!



2011 Hall of Fame Inductees
WO M E N PR O M O T I N G AG R I C U LT U R E

Nominator: Sue Werner

WO M E N CO N T R I B U T I N G T O T H E AR T S
Nominator: George Hollich

Actively working to preserve and promote agriculture

Lorraine Royer is an advocate for agriculture in Lebanon
County. Her lifelong pursuits are intertwined with her love
of agriculture and education. Following a childhood
raised on a farm and serving as Lebanon Counties Honey
Queen and Beef Queen, she received her teaching degree.

She is an active member of the Lebanon County Farm
Women Society for many years and currently serves as the

State Farm Women Society President. She uses her position to ed-
ucate and update rural farm women on issues. Lorraine chairs the Lebanon Area Fair
Scholarship Committee and is a member of Lebanon Area Fair Queen Committee.

Promoting the expression of the performing arts, visual arts, and literary arts

Carol Hollich has a lifelong passion for music and
teaching. Starting in the Elizabethtown School District
and then to the Hollich Studios in Palmyra where she
taught piano, voice and guitar. As the Director of Music
at Trinity United Methodist Church since 1972 she has
expanded their Choir for children and adults and for 38
years conducted choir camps. For the Lebanon community
she led the combined Thanksgiving Worship Service for
churches in the downtown area. For ten years she served as secretary of the
Lebanon County Community Concert Association playing a major role in the 
selection of artists for the Season Concert Series.

Contributing to the quality of life by supporting the social growth of the community

Rose Walmer is the Personnel Manager of Wenger’s of
Myerstown and serves as the President of the Wenger
Foundation since 1996. Rose is the sole coordinator and
creative director. She established the “Praise Dinner” pro-

gram to fund the foundation. Over the years she has so-
licited the support of other major sponsors in the annual

event. Since its inception $1,100,000 has been raised. Organi-
zations benefitting from the foundation include Brethren Disaster

Relief, COBYS Family Services, the Evangelical School of Theology, the Friendship
Community, On Fire Youth Ministry and the Lebanon Valley Youth for Christ.

WO M E N CO N T R I B U T I N G T O T H E CO M M U N I T Y
Nominator: Diana Hartman



Promoting innovation and inspiring personal growth 

Linda Summers has worked in the field of education as a
public school teacher, early childhood coordinator and
college professor. She is a past board member for the
Lebanon County Sexual Assault Resource and Counsel-
ing Center. Her service to the community included serv-
ing as a panelist discussing issues of teenagers and sexting
at a recent Lebanon County Town Hall Meeting. In 2009 pre-
sented her research on childhood bullying at the National Con-
ference of the Association for the Education of Young Children in Anaheim, CA.
Linda and her husband Dr. Dale Summers were instrumental in the formation of
the Lebanon Chamber of Commerce’s Excellence in Education Banquet held yearly. 

Actively working to protect natural resources

Amy Mazella di Bosco is the Lebanon County Recycling
Coordinator. She provides environmental education and
works to preserve our environment. Among her accom-
plishments is an Environmental Education Facility to ed-

ucate students and residents on renewable energy. Amy
develops cost effective recycling programs including the

“sustainable” Household Hazardous Waste and Electronic
Product Recycling Program. In 2010, she played a major leader-

ship role in organizing a drop off controlled substance collection/disposal pro-
gram for Lebanon County.

Educating, conducting research, promoting fitness, or providing health care

Carol Saltzer has devoted her time and energy to help-
ing those with mental health needs across Lebanon
County. She serves as the Director of Crisis Intervention
Services and provides counseling services to members of
the community. Carol serves as the chair of the Lebanon
Coalition to End Homelessness and is co-author of a pro-
posal for the development of Lebanon County’s first emer-
gency family shelter. She serves as a board member of the
Community Health Council of Lebanon County and is the coordinator of a 
suicide support group through TIPS, a suicide prevention team.

WO M E N PR O M O T I N G T H E EN V I R O N M E N T
Nominator: Michael Pavlek

WO M E N PR O V I D I N G LE A D E R S H I P I N ED U C AT I O N
Nominator: Todd Snovel

WO M E N PR O M O T I N G HE A LT H Y LI F E S T Y L E S
Nominator: Todd Snovel



Striving for equality and peace

Reverend Marilyn Nolte is the associate pastor at Mt.
Gretna United Methodist Church she has worked as the
Lebanon County Correctional Facility Women’s Chaplain
for the past eighteen years and was recently promoted to

Chaplain Coordinator. During her tenure as Chaplain she
has brought many programs to fruition including Bible

Studies, 12 Step Program, church, holiday programs as well as
varying seminars for the female inmates. Reverend Nolte is a mem-

ber of the Pennsylvania Prison’s Chaplain’s Association and a member of the
Lebanon County Drug and Alcohol Commission Advisory Board.

Forging new paths in business or community while serving as a role model 

Judy Feather serves on the Board of Family and Chil-
dren Services in Lebanon County. She was instrumental
in organizing the League of Women Voters of Lebanon
County serving as its first president and remains active.
Judy has served as the Director of the Mental Health As-
sociation of Lebanon County, board member and presi-
dent of the Lebanon Family Health Services, volunteer and
board member of the Annville Free Library and of the Lebanon
County Library System. She is an active member of Christ United Church of
Christ. Judy serves on the Outreach Committee of the UCC in Lebanon County
and is a member of the Faith Relations Committee of Habitat for Humanity. 

Educating, inventing, or developing technology 

Betty Ross Conner holds a Ph.D in microbiology. She
has used her extensive background in this field to work
with a variety of organizations, governmental bodies, ap-
pointed and elected officials and their staff to craft poli-

cies and legislation concerning land use, water quality
and quantity. She has been an active member of the

Swatara Watershed Association, the Lebanon Valley Conser-
vancy as well as the Chesapeake Bay Advisory Committee to

DEP. Betty has served in a variety of leadership roles including coordinator of the
Lebanon County Groundwater Education Team, director and officer for the
Lebanon County Conservation District Board as past president of the League of
Women Voters of Lebanon County, Natural Resources Director for the League of 
Women Voters of Pennsylvania and Chairperson for the Lower Susquehanna 

Water Resources Regional Committee. 

WO M E N PR O M O T I N G JU S T I C E
Nominator: Kathy Barlet

WO M E N DE M O N S T R AT I N G LE A D E R S H I P
Nominator: Pam Tricamo

WO M E N IN N O VAT I N G I N SC I E N C E/TE C H N O L O GY
Nominator: Pam Tricamo



Advocating, promoting or serving our country 

Wanda Bechtold founded the Central Pennsylvania
Supports the Troops in 2003. She is a military veteran
herself with two sons serving on active duty in the mili-
tary. One is in the Army and the other in the Marines.
The inspiration of her organization was a request from
her sons. They requested her to send some “stuff” to them
and their buddies. Today, she leads a dedicated group of vol-
unteers to provide year round morale building packages to troops
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. This past year they assembled over 5,700 Christ-
mas Stocking and mailed them along with personal greetings and Christmas Trees.

Redith Snoberger is a retired nurse and an advocate for
sexual abuse survivors, the indigent and those with men-
tal illness. She is currently President of the Board of
Trustees at the Wernersville State Hospital. Redith vol-
unteers with the Sexual Assault Resource and Counsel-

ing Center (SARCC) of Lebanon County, the Lebanon
Free Clinic, the Mental Health Association and her church.

Her service includes the Lebanon Republican Party where
she also served as County Chairman, Cornwall Borough commit-

tee person and member of the Executive Committee. She also holds membership
in Eastern Star and Amaranth.

Tina Washington was the first African American teacher
employed by the Lebanon School District. She retired
from the district after twenty five years of service. Prior to
this she worked with the Head Start Program in
Lebanon. Her affiliations and accomplishments include
the League of Women Voters, American Association of
University Women, National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, Harrisburg Chapter of The Links,
Inc., Lebanon Valley College Board of Trustees, Cornwall-
Lebanon School District Diversity Policy Council, National State Teacher of the Year,
Urban League, Lebanon Family Health Services Board of Directors, National Coun-
cil of Negro Women and Harrisburg Area Community College Advisory Board.

WO M E N SE R V I N G T H E MI L I TA R Y
Nominator: Todd Doney

ED U C AT I O N
Nominator: Pam Tricamo

HE A LT H Y LI F E S T Y L E S
Nominator: Jenny Murphy Shifflet

Trailblazers
Pioneers of Change Through Exceptional Leadership



“Any human anywhere will blossom in a hundred unexpected 
talents and capacities simply by being given the opportunity to do so.”

Doris Lessing

"I expect to pass through this world but once. Any good things, therefore,
that I can do or any kindness I can show to any fellow human being let me do
it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again."
Stephen Grellet

Special thanks to these sponsors who collectively, make this event possible.

AES Ironwood
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Brenda L. and Larry D. Bowman
County Commissioner JoEllen Litz

Elizabeth Judd, Esq.
George Strohm, Inc.
Good Samaritan Health Systems
Graystone Bank
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College — Lebanon
High Safety Consulting Services, Inc.

I A Design
Jonestown Bank and Trust

Lebanon Daily News
Lebanon Family Health Services

Manpower
Met-ED

Northwest Savings Bank
On the Go Optical

Representative Mauree Gingrich
SARCC

Spirit Dancer Designs
State Farm Insurance — Robert Phillips Agency

TempForce
United Way of Lebanon County Board of Directors

Wenger’s of Myerstown

Sponsors

Program Layout and Design courtesy of Karen Groh, IA Design



Lebanon County Commission for Women

Annual Report—2010
Excellence in Education

Every year the Commis-
sion sponsors a student
for the Lebanon Valley
Chamber of Commerce,

Excellence in Education Banquet. In
2010, the Commission sponsored
Stephen Jacobs and Mr. Timothy Eck 
of Lebanon High School.

Bullying Initiative
The Commission has an initiative every
year and in 2010 it was bullying in
schools and the workplace. After exten-
sive research, the Women’s Commis-
sion found that the legislature passed
an amendment to the Public School
Code on bullying. The schools were
also required to follow certain guide-
lines on bullying. Section 1303. 1-A of
the Public School Code requires
schools to adopt a bullying policy or
amend the existing policy and incorpo-
rate it into the school’s code of student
conduct. Lebanon schools added this
section in 2008 through the omnibus
School Code bill, which was HB 1067
that year. The policy shall specify that
bullying is a problem behavior. This
section requires the development of
policies to define such behaviors and
also to delineate disciplinary conse-
quences for bullying. Policies are to be
adopted maintained and publicized.
The Women’s Commission is still
working on how we can help the
Lebanon area with this initiative.

Junior Achievement Young Women’s
Futures Symposium
The Commission supports Junior
Achievement’s Young Women’s Fu-
tures Symposium. This is a full day
event for female 10th and 11th grade 
students who are in the academic mid-
dle of their class. The entire day is de-
signed to open opportunities,
encourage dreams, and build confi-
dence within these young women
through speakers, group activities, and
networking with professional women.

Glass Slipper Prom Dress Report
Diana Hartman, a local business
woman, approached the Lebanon
County Commission for Women in
March of 2009 to assist in an idea to
provide used prom dresses to local
high school girls. The Commission 
immediately agreed to help.

Within two
weeks, plans
were com-
pleted and
over 300 used
prom dresses

were collected from the general public
at the Lebanon Valley Mall. Mall mer-
chants assisted in displaying the dresses
and on April 17th, 2009, more than 120
used prom dresses were sold at just
$10 each. 

continued on next page



Local businesses also provided dis-
count coupons for hair and nail serv-
ices, flowers, dress bags, disposable
cameras, and cosmetics.

The Commission provided financial 
assistance by holding the proceeds
from the sale and managing the fi-
nances of the sale. 

On March 20, 2010 the second annual
“Glass Slipper Used Prom Dress Sale”
was held again at the Mall after much
planning and advertising.

In 2010, students from Lebanon Valley
College participated in the collection of
dresses from students. The Commis-
sion provided alteration services on the
gowns at no charge to the young girls.
Local businesses again provided the
girls with discount coupons and the
public donated more than 500 dresses
for the sale.

In 2010, more than 175 dresses were
sold for $10 each and free dresses 
were given to young ladies from the
Lebanon Intermediate Unit Special
Needs Program for their annual 
formal gala.

In addition, proceeds from the 2009
sale were used to purchased two prom
tickets for each area high school. Tick-
ets were awarded to girls who entered
the drawing at the Mall sale.

Plans are already underway for the
2011 sale, which will be held at the
Mall in early April. With great enthusi-
asm, area businesses have already ex-
pressed their support for the 2011 sale.

2010 Women’s Hall of Fame

On March 20, 2010 the Lebanon
County Women’s Commission honored
women who live and/or work in the
Lebanon Valley, or have played an inte-
gral part in the development and/or im-
plementation of projects(s) that have
benefited the Lebanon Valley or have
worked as Hidden Heroes touching
people’s lives in a positive way.

Local artist Yasmin Brown created a
unique pin to award to recipients in
each category: Women Demonstrating
Leadership, Ginger Beamesderfer;
Women Creating Community, Sharon
Zook; Women Promoting Agriculture,
Aletta Schadler; Women Working for
Justice, Laurie Yurejefcic; Women Pre-
serving the Environment, Ann Lasky;
Women Promoting Healthy Lifestyles,
Donna Williams; Women Demonstrat-
ing Leadership in Education, Lisa
Brown: Women Innovating in Sci-
ence/Technology, (Ret) Col. Peggy
Hengeveld; and Trailblazers Mary
Louis Sherk and former Mayor Betty
Eiceman.

Annual Report compiled by Jo Ellen Litz with 
contributions from Paula Doney and Nori Fisher.



This year marks the 31st anniversary of the National Women’s History Project.
President Carter issued a Presidential Proclamation declaring the week of March 8,
1980 as the first National Women’s History Week. In 1987, the groups successful
lobbying efforts resulted in Congress expanding the week into a month, and
March is now National Women’s History Month.

The overarching theme for 2011 and the 31st

Anniversary celebration is Our History is Our
Strength. It often seems that the history of women
is written in invisible ink. Even when recognized
in their own times, women are frequently left out
of the history books. To honor our 2011 theme,
we are highlighting pivotal themes from previous
years. Each of these past themes recognizes a
different aspect of women’s achievements, from
ecology to art, and from sports to politics.

When the National History Project began in the
early eighties, the topic of women’s history was
limited to college curricula, and even there it
languished. At that time, less than 3% of the
content of teacher training textbooks mentioned
the contributions of women and when included,
women were usually written in as mere footnotes. Women of color and women 
in fields such as math, science, and art were completely omitted. This limited
inclusion of women’s accomplishments deprived students of viable female 
role models.

Today, when you search the Internet with the words “women’s + history + month,”
you’ll find more than 40,500,000 citations. These extraordinary numbers give
testimony to the tireless work of thousands of individuals, organizations, and
institutions to write women back into history. 

The Lebanon County Commission for Women support this effort in recognizing
the importance of women in history. Now, more than ever, the work of this
movement needs to continue and expand. Each new generation needs to draw
information and inspiration from the last.

SOURCE: National Women’s History Project

Our History is Our Strength
NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY PROJECT – 2011


