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2012 Annual Report

HOPES RESOURCE CENTER AND EMERGENCY SHELTER

OPENS by Ivonne Torres & Emily Guilliams
On Monday October 1, 2012, the doors to the HOPES Resource Center and Emergency
Shelter for the homeless of Lebanon County opened. On its first night, the shelter housed
six guests- five men and one woman. Through the past three months, the shelter now
averages 28-31 guests per night. Ages of guests range from 73 years old to seven months
old. As guests go through the shelter, each are assigned a voucher number. As of January
2, 2013, 98 vouchers have been distributed. Currently, the shelter is at its fifth location.

The Lebanon County Commission for Women’s project on homelessness and donations to
the Lebanon H.O.P.E.S. Emergency Shelter and Resource Center project was extremely
valuable. Through our collections, we were able to give over 150 identical personal hygiene
packets, and several hundred loose personal hygiene items to the Resource Center to
distribute to their guests as needed.

Additionally, our $250 donation to cover the cost of the film, Pursuit of Happyness, and the
personal donations and support of our members, enabled the Lebanon County Coalition to
End Homelessness to raise $1,347 for the Resource Center. Our Commission members
also participated in the Resource Center’'s Open House, and Dine and Donate at Pizza Hut
programs that occurred during National Hunger & Homeless Awareness Week, November
10-18. Those programs resulted in an additional $1,500 in donations to the Resource
Center.

PR & TECHNOLOGY TAKES OFF IN 2012 by Lauren Holubec

The Public Relations and Technology Committee are excited about the progress of 2012.
Through the use of social media tools like Facebook and Linked-In, the Commission for
Women has been able to broadcast events to an even larger group of people within the
Lebanon County. We were thrilled to post pictures of our signature event, the Hall of Fame
Banquet, this past March, and see the responses from attendees. What a great way to
connect to an already interconnected-world!

These social media tools have been integral for the Commission for Women to act as a
catalyst for change within the Lebanon County. Group members use the page to update the
community about what is happening at their individual places of business, as well as
advertise free community events such as fundraisers. We look forward to welcoming more
technology in 2013, and are investigating avenues such as blogging and Facebook
contests. Please see the sidebar to stay in touch with the Commission for Women on the
internet.



2012 GLASS SLIPPER USED PROM DRESS SALE REPORT by Diana Hartman

For the 4th year, the Lebanon County Commission for Women joined Diana Hartman, Project Founder and Coordinator;
Lebanon Family Health Services; the Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce Athena Women; Temp Force; and |.A.
Design Co. in sponsoring and providing volunteers for the 4th Annual Glass Slipper Used Prom Dress Sale.

A record 600 dresses were collected from Lebanon County residents on Sat., March 10, 2012 at a brand new “Glass
Slipper Boutique” space donated by the Lebanon Valley Mall. For the second year, collection sites were established
throughout the County.

Sale date was Saturday, March 24, from 10am to 5pm and Sunday, March 25 from Noon to 3pm. More than 175 dresses
were sold for just $10. Some dresses not sold were donated to Jubilee Ministries; others were stored at the Temp Force
Office storage room for sale at the 2013 event.

Free alterations were again provided by volunteer seamstresses Lisa Harris and Nori Fisher. Proceeds from the previous
year sale provided two free tickets to their high school prom to one lucky winner from each Lebanon County High School.
Anyone who visited the Glass Slipper Boutique could register for the free prom dress tickets, even if they did not purchase
a dress. More than 500 entries were submitted from shoppers!

Area businesses donated coupons for all shoppers for flowers, hair and nail services, jewelry and accessories. Each
purchased gown was bagged in a long, garment bag with a special note to consider donating their purchased gown in
2013 for another young lady’s special Prom.

Expenses for the 4th Glass Slipper Used Prom Dress sale were minimal: advertising and poster printing. Karen Groh,
owner of |.LA. Design Company donated her professional services in designing our project posters and all advertising
materials.

Lebanon Valley Mall Merchants expressed their support of the project as the Sale days bring extra shoppers to the Mall.
Our young ladies started to line up at our "Boutique" two hours before the doors opened for the best dress selections.

"This project could not happen without the help of the Commission and all the other sponsoring groups. From hauling
stored dresses from Temp Force to the Mall, to placing dresses on racks, to labeling dresses for size, to assisting girls in
the dressing rooms, to packaging purchased dresses, collecting money, emptying the sales area and transporting unsold
dresses and hugging moms and dads who are so grateful for this opportunity, volunteers are critical and very much
appreciated,"” said Project Coordinator, Diana Hartman.

Hall of Fame 2012 Report
by Loreen Burkett

On March 7, 2012, the Lebanon County Women’s Commission honored women who live and/or work in the Lebanon
Valley, or have played an integral part in the development and/or implementation of projects(s) that have benefited the
Lebanon Valley or have worked as Hidden Heroes touching people’s lives in a positive way. Twelve women received the
distinction in 2012:

e Women Promoting Agriculture: Catherine Schott

*  Women Contributing to the Arts: Yasmin Brown



*  Women Contributing to the Community: Kathy Moe

*  Women Providing Leadership in Education: Mary Dague
*  Women Preserving the Environment: Roberta DeSantis
*  Women Promoting Health Care: Pamela Wildonger

*  Women Promoting Healthy Lifestyles: Gina Bouchette

*  Women Promoting Justice: Julie Bergstresser

*  Women Serving the Military: Priscilla Walker Ebright

*  Women Demonstrating Leadership: Diana Hartman

e Trailblazer: Catherine Coyle.

In 2012, the Commission presented its first ever Emeritus award, posthumously, to former Commission member Susan
Funk Klarsch.



