
 
LEBANON COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

(LEBCO MPO) 
PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS SUMMARY 

2017-2020 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 
 

 
The Lebanon County Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (LEBCO MPO’s) Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) was last adopted in late June of 2014 as part of a 
major update of the plan in calendar years 2013 and 2014.  With the development of the 
draft 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), only minor revisions were 
made to the LRTP.  In April of 2016, the plan was posted on the MPO’s website and 
shared with various stakeholders and interested/concerned persons for review and 
comment. 
 
Along with the plan, the 2017-2020 TIP and various supporting documents were also 
posted on the MPO’s website and distributed to stakeholders and individuals.  
Distribution took place via e-mailing, regular mailing and hand carrying documents to 
their destination.   
 
PennDOT was also asked to review and comment on the plan/TIP supporting 
documents. 
 
Editorial and substantive comments were received, especially on the plan and 
supporting documents, and they were revised accordingly in April and May of 2016. 
 
On March 10, 2016, the five (5) highway & bridge projects in the draft 2017-2020 TIP 
that may have right-of-way impacts were e-mailed to eight (8) Indian Tribe/Nation 
representatives for review and comment.  To date, no comments or concerns were 
provided by the tribes.   
 
During the week of April 18, 2016, the draft final plan, the draft final 2017 – 2020 TIP 
and the draft final supporting documents were placed on the LEBCO MPO’s web site for 
review and comment. Through April and May of 2016, the public, the LEBCO MPO 
Technical Committee and the Policy Board were encouraged to view these documents 
on the website or to obtain CDs or hard copies and to provide any comments to the 
Lebanon County Planning Department. 
 
The public comment period for all of these documents was officially advertised in the 
Lebanon Daily News on April ??, 2016 and similar notices and packets of information 
were hand delivered to the public library in the City of Lebanon, as well as to the radio 
station’s news directors (English and Spanish), the Hispanic Outreach Center, The 
Salvation Army and COMCAST TV.  COMCAST TV began running the notice in English 
and in Spanish in late April of 2016.    
 



The documents were also on display at the Lebanon County Planning Department 
before and throughout the public comment period.  
 
The public comment period ran from May 2, 2016 through June 10, 2016, and included 
two (2) advertised Open House sessions conducted on May 9, 2016 in Room 207, 
County Commissioners’ Meeting Room in the Lebanon Municipal Building.  A copy of 
the Proof of Publication is attached. 
 
The staff of the Lebanon County Planning Department (LCPD) also participated in 
numerous outreach sessions leading up to and following the final distribution of the draft 
LRTP and the draft 2017-2020 TIP.  For example, the draft TIP was provided to the 
Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce and the Lebanon Valley Economic 
Development Corporation in May of 2016.   
 
Outreach to Lebanon County’s minority and low income populations was also 
undertaken through the many agencies and organizations that are part of the 
Community Action Partnership (CAP) of the Lebanon County Human Services Office.  
The TIP was distributed by CAP in late April.  CAP staff also invited everyone to ask for 
CDs of the other documents in English or another language or to view them on the 
MPO’s website. 
 
The plan/TIP documents were provided to the staff at the Hispanic Outreach Center at 
Webster Manor at 1012 Brock Drive, Lebanon, PA.  The staff (Lucy Flecha) posted a 
notice about the documents as you enter the building and sign-in.  The Hispanic 
Outreach Coordinator (Leticia Perez) at The Salvation Army also took a copy of the 
plan/TIP/supporting documents for her review and comment and for persons who use 
their services.  They were encouraged to ask for documents in Spanish or another 
language for persons not being proficient in English.  To date, no copies in Spanish or 
any other foreign language were requested.  
 
Mr. Louis Torres also talked about the LRTP and TIP documents and the open houses 
during his Sunday afternoon Spanish radio program on WLBR, 1270 AM radio in late 
April of 2016 and in early May of 2016.  He asked people to view the documents at the 
Hispanic Outreach Center, The Salvation Army or at the other locations in the county 
and to provide comments to the Lebanon County Planning Department or to ask for 
documents in Spanish. 
 
A Public Comment Open House was held from 2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. and from 6:00 
P.M. - 7:30 P.M. on May 9, 2016 in Room 207 of the Lebanon Municipal Building.  The 
City/County Municipal Building is centrally located within the City of Lebanon and on 
several of Lebanon Transit’s (LT’s) bus routes.  ??? people attended the afternoon 
session on May ???; ??? persons attended the evening session.  Staff from the 
Lebanon County Planning Department (LCPD) conducted the Open Houses.  A City of 
Lebanon employee was also available to translate if needed, but (that service wasn’t 
needed). 



 
The following comments were received by the LCPD prior to or during the 30-day public 
comment period: 
 

Comment 1 –  The Lebanon Valley Bicycle Coalition e-mailed and spoke at various 
MPO meetings requesting (1) that a bike master plan be prepared for the county; (2) 
that past road resurfacing projects be re-done in various locations to widen the 
shoulders or change drainage and stormwater grates; (3) that future road 
resurfacing projects be studied first by a consultant of their choice to recommend 
bike enhancements; (4) that several bike/ped projects on the plan be done now or 
be removed from the plan; etc. 
 
Response 1 – E-mails or responses at meetings were provided by the staff of the 
LCPD.  More details will be provided if requested. 

 
 

Comment 2 – A status report was requested by the North Cornwall Township 
Supervisors on the mini relocation of Wilhelm Avenue to a new location along 
Cornwall Road across from York Street. 

 
Response 2 – An e-mail response was provided in August of 2015, and a LCPD 
staff support person attended a township supervisors’ meeting in September of 2015 
to provide a verbal status report. 

 
 

Comment 3 – The Inwood Iron Bridge over the Swatara Creek in Union Township 
still needs to be replaced, not rehabilitated.  This comment came to the LEBCO 
MPO via several phone calls from Union Township officials and residents. 
 
Response 3 – All remaining phases of work for the project (now a rehabilitation 
project) are listed on the 2017-2020 TIP.  Telephone responses and e-mails were 
provided informing them of the decision to pursue a rehabilitation and the reasons 
why. 

 
 

Comment 4 – Staff from North Cornwall Township called and e-mailed to find out 
the status of the proposed new traffic signal at Isabel Drive and PA Route 72. 
 
Response 4 – At the time of the response (October of 2015), the proposed project 
was a candidate for the 2017-2020 TIP.  Since then, it has been partially funded on 
the draft 2017-2020 TIP, and the township was notified of that fact in late January of 
2016. 

 
 

Comment 5 – Two municipalities responded to the LCPD’s letter inviting them to 
submit candidate projects for the plan/TIP. 



Response 5 – Meetings, telephone calls and e-mails were used to answer 
questions and to respond to concerns.  None of the projects were eligible for federal 
or state funds from the TIP. 

 
 

Comment 6 – Lebanon Valley Bicycle Coalition requested LPN forms and asked to 
be placed in a LPN Stakeholder role. 
 
Response 6 – Completed LPN forms were provided, and after more information was 
provided, the LVBC decided not to become a LPN Stakeholder. 

 
 

Comment 7 – The City of Lebanon asked why the replacement of the N. Lincoln 
Avenue Bridge was not placed on the draft TIP.   
 
Response 7 – LCPD staff met with the City to let them know that the lack of a local 
financial plan to cover all of the pre-construction costs was the reason why the 
project has not advanced. 
 
 
Comment 8 – S. Londonderry Township wishes to place a project on the TIP that 
will use HATS STU Funds. 

  
Response 8 – LCPD staff met with the township to provide direction on how to 
secure these HATS STU Funds, since there are two competing projects for these 
funds and local match commitments are needed to advance one or both of the 
projects over the next few years.  

 
 

Comment 9 – Lebanon Valley Rails-to-Trails (LVRT), Inc. requested that 
implementation dates for the remaining phases of LVRT be revised in the draft plan. 

 
Response 9 – LCPD staff revised the draft plan to clarify the remaining pahses of 
work and when they might be completed. 
 
 
Comment 10 – Many concerns were raised by Jackson Township, Myerstown 
Borough, emergency responders, property owners, etc. regarding the two HSIP 
projects on US Route 422. 
 
Response 10 – Numerous meetings, e-mails and telephone responses were 
provided to answer questions and to seek PennDOT approval to modify the design 
of both projects.  
 
 



Comment 11 – A City of Lebanon resident who is Hispanic asked for many MPO 
materials on several different occasions. 
 
Response 11 – LCPD staff met with him each time he came into the office.  He did 
not want any of the documents in Spanish.  LCPD staff provided all of the requested 
documents. 

 
 

Comment 12 – Lebanon Valley Bicycle Coalition representatives met with LCPD 
staff and PennDOT on March 22, 2016 to discuss upcoming LEBCO MPO TIP 
corridor resurfacing projects. 

 
Response 12 – Detailed comments were provided, which PennDOT took back to 
share with the project designers at PennDOT District 8-0. 

 
 

Comment 13 – ???. 
 

Response 13 – ???.  
 
 

Comment 14 – ???. 
 

Response 14 – ???. 
 
 

Comment 15 – ???.  
 

Response 15 – ???. 
 
 

Comment 16 – ???. 
 

Response 16 – ???. 
 
 

Comment 17 – ???. 
 

Response 17 – ???. 
 

 
Comment 18 – ???.  

 
Response 18 – ???. 

 
 



Comment 19 – ???. 
 

Response 19 – ???. 
 
 

Comment 20 – ???.   
 

Response 20 – ???. 
 
 

Comment 21 – ???. 
 

Response 21 – ???. 
 
 

Comment 22 – ???.  
 
Response 22 – ???. 

 
 


